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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 
1 Claims 1 -40 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

-Regarding-elaim-1- the prior art fails-to-discloseor make obvious a lens "device having the" 

light controlling means permitting light in the near and far regions of the light path to reach the 
focal zone without imposing a relative phase change between light in the near and far regions, 
and in combination with the other recited limitations of claim 1. Claims 2-26 are allowed by the 
virtue of dependency on the allowed claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 27, the prior art fails to disclose or make obvious a lens for use with 
optical memory disks of two types having the near region focuses light in the light path on the 
information bearing level regardless of which of the two types of optical memory disks, and in 
combination with the other recited limitations of claim 27. Claims 28,29 are allowed by the 
virtue of dependency on the allowed claim 27. 

Regarding claim 30, the prior art fails to disclose or make obvious an optical pick-up 
device for use with optical memory disks of two types having the near region focuses light in the 
light path on the information bearing level regardless of which of the two types of optical 
memory disks, and in combination with the other recited limitations of claim 30. Claim 3 1 is 
allowed by the virtue of dependency on the allowed claim 30. 

Regarding claim 32, the prior art fails to disclose or make obvious a lens device for use 
with optical memory disks of two types having the light controller permitting light in the ; 
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region of the light path to focus on the information bearing level regardless of which of the two 
types of optical memory disks, and in combination with the other recited limitations of claim 32. 
Claims 33-36 are allowed by the virtue of dependency on the allowed claim 32. 

Regarding claim 37, the prior art fails to disclose or make obvious an optical pick-up 
device for use with optical memory disks of two types having the light controller permitting light 
_ .in the near-region of-the -light-path to -focus on theinformationb^^^ 
of the two types of optical memory disks such that light in the near axial region reaches the 
photodetector, and in combination with the other recited limitations of claim 37. Claims 38-40 
are allowed by the virtue of dependency on the allowed claim 37. 

Conclusion 

2. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal matters: 

3. Applicant is required by MPEP 1416 to surrender the original ribboned copy of the patent 
or provide a statement addressing the loss or inaccessibility of the original patent. This must be 
received before the reissue application can be allowed. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Stafira whose telephone number is 703-308-4837. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 4/10. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on 703-308-4881. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for regular 
communications and 703-308-7721 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to-the receptionist-whose telephone number is 703-308-0956: ~ ~ 




licnaelP. St 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2877 
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